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fully all you shall see that is good among the French,
to make use of it afterwards in our country; you can
aspire to the highest positions there, for from now on
you will be held in great esteem.” The poor young
man who desired to go away, seeing how greatly
those who remained were praised, changed his mind;
but, as he was seen to be more unstable and less
compliant than the others, we were glad to have him
return. Father Daniel asked him in the presence of
his Countrymen if he had any fault to find with us.
‘“No,’’ said he, *‘ for you have shown great affection
for me; but it is hard for me to agree with my Com-
panions.” He had come without clothes, and with-
out [183] a robe; he was sent away well dressed.
Great expenses are incurred, in order to win these
Nations. When the Savages give you their children,
they give them as naked as the hand,—that is, as
soon as you get them you must have them dressed,
and give their robes back to their parents. They
must be well lodged and well fed; and yet these Bar-
barians imagine that you are under great obligations
to them. I add still more; generally, presents must
be made to their parents, and, if they dwell near you,
you must help them to live, part of the time. Itis
a custom among them that, if a man sees one of his
friends without children, he gives him one of his
own, to console him; the latter does not fail to make
a present to the parents or friends of the child. This
custom will entail great expenses upon us; but God
will provide therefor, if it please him. To return to
our subject; after this young man departed, the
others acted so well, and lived so peaceably among
themselves, that we were all consoled. They were
contented, cheerful, obedient; in short, it seemed to



